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Concerning Surgical Intervention for the Intracranial Hemorrhages 
of the New-born. By Harvey Cushing (The American Jour¬ 
nal of the Medical Sciences, October, 1905). 

The author states that the indications for immediate surgical inter¬ 
vention in these cases are as definite as for traumatic intracranial hemor¬ 
rhage in adults. The vessels most likely to rupture are those which ascend 
over the cortex from the mid-cerebral region and enter the superior longi¬ 
tudinal sinus. The veins are apparently unsupported as they leave the 
subarachnoid space; cross the subdural space and enter the sinus, and this 
circumstance in connection with the overlapping of the parietal bones, 
which occurs in labor, causes frequent tearing at this point. The diagnosis 
is based upon the history of difficult labor or postpartum asphyxiation; 
bulging fontanelles; convulsion which, especially when coming on late, 
may be unilateral; undue reflex activity; ocular palsies or differences in 
size of the pupils; and in severe cases symptoms referable to the medulla 
oblongata such as alterations in the cardiac or respiratory ryhthm. In the 
early days evidence of paralysis is rare. There may be no difference in 
the two sides, even if the lesion is unilateral. Lumbar puncture aids in the 
diagnosis. The author reports four cases with operation. Two of the 
patients died-—one during operation and the other about eight hours after 
the operation, which was apparently borne well. The two who survived 
high, 60.3%. C. D. Camp (Phila.) 

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis. By N. B. Foster. (The American Journal 
of the Medical Sciences, June, 1905.) 

The paper is a study of thirty cases occurring in an epidemic in New 
York. Statistics are given as to the etiology, mode of onset, symptoms, 
blood changes and complications. The meningo coccus was regularly found 
in the cerebro-spinal fluid withdrawn by lumbar puncture and is the only 
means of certain diagnosis. When repeated every two or three days it has 
also a therapeutic value. In one case in which 5 c.c. of 1 % solution of 
collargol was injected after a lumbar puncture, it was demonstrated in the 
ventricles of the brain at autopsy twelve hours later. The mortality was 
high, 60.3%. C. D. Camp (Phila.). 

A Study of Brachial Birth Palsey. By L. P. Clark, A. S. Taylor and 
T. P. Prout. (The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
October, 1905.) 

After a historical introduction, the results of the dissection of ten 
infants, dying from three to ten days after birth, is given in order to de¬ 
termine the anatomical factors in the etiology of the condition. Seven cases 
of brachial birth palsey were operated on by the authors’ method. The 
histories of the cases and technique and results of the operation, together 
with pathological reports on the material removed, are given in detail. 
The authors conclude that the cause of the laceration type of birth palsey 
is tension on the nerve trunks, which first causes rupture of the perineural 
sheath and then of the nerve fibers with an accompanying hemorrhage into 
the nerve substance. In order to avoid this the obstetrician should not 
everstretch the child’s neck in the process of delivery. The persistence of 
the palsey is explained by the formation of hematoma, which, by their or¬ 
ganization, form cicatricial contraction strangulating the nerve fibers. 
Palliative treatment is demanded at first to prevent contractures and main¬ 
tain muscle tone until spontaneous recovery or operation (traumatic neu¬ 
ritis is a contra-indication to active treatment). As soon as it is proven 
that spontaneous recovery will not take place, the nature of the lesion de¬ 
mands that in all cases the damaged area should be excised and the divided 
ends sutured. In the authors’ opinion, one year is a reasonable time in 
which to determine this point. In the seven cases reported, two died after 
the operation, two were decidedly improved, one is beginning to show 
improvement, and in the last two sufficient time has not elapsed to show 
results. The ages at operation of the two cases showing the decided im- 
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provement were ten and eight years respectively. C. D. Camp (Phila.). 
Clinical Investigations of the Digestion in the Insane. By D. M. 

Cowie and Florence A. Hill. (The American Journal of Med¬ 
ical Sciences, September, 1905.) 

Twenty-two cases of various types of depressive insanity were care¬ 
fully examined and full histories of the cases with details of the methods 
used, and their results are given in the original paper. In 81.8% of these 
cases there was a hyperacidity of the gastric contents, which was due to 
a true hyperchlorhydria. There was also increased peptic power and rapid 
evacuation of the stomach. That the increased secretion is due to a 
neurosis or psychosis and not to proliferative glandular changes is evidenced 
by the presence of increased secretion, associated with degenerative changes 
in the glandular elements and in the entire mucosa. Many of the insane 
are suffering from various forms of gastro-intestinal disease, which might 
be overlooked because delusions connected with the digestive tract are 
so common in these patients, whereas, if properly treated, it is not im¬ 
probable that the mental symptoms will decrease. C. D. Camp, (Phila.). 
Notes on Otetic Epilepsy. By B. Alex. Randall. (The American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences, August, 1905.) 

Many of the cases of epilepsy reported as due to the presence of ceru¬ 
men or other foreign bodies in the ear are hysterical rather than epileptic, 
but this case the author considers to have been a case of genuine epilepsy 
clearly otetic in origin and maintenance. A boy eight years old first de¬ 
veloped epileptiform attacks following acute suppuration of the left ear. 
The attacks were of short duration and slightly more marked on the right 
side of the body than on the left. On examination the left ear was found 
to contain a polyp mass, which was removed, and the attic and antrum 
curetted smooth. This operation gave no relief, the minor attacks being 
as frequent as twenty in one night. About two months later a complete 
exenteration of the left mastoid was performed, much granulation and 
unhealthy bone were found, but its inner depths were everywhere sound. In 
the following two months there was a marked diminution in the fre¬ 
quency and severity of the attacks since followed by complete cessation. 

C. D. Camp (Phila.). 

Diphtheroid Organisms in the Throats of the Insane. By J. W. H. 

Eyre and J. F. Flashman. (The British Medical Journal, Oct. 
28, 1905.) 

As a result of the examination of the throats of sixty cases of general 
paralysis of the insane and of seventy-eight of various other forms of insan¬ 
ity, the authors arrive at the conclusion that the percentage incidence of 
diphtheroid organisms (17.8%) and of genuine B. diphtheritic is not in 
excess of that noted on the healthy sane and that genuine B. diphtheriae 
are no more frequent in the throats of general paralytics than in the 
throats of patients suffering from other forms of insanity. They were 
unable to trace any causal connection between B. diphtheriae and general 
paralysis of the insane. C. D. Camp (Phila.). 



